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The legal sporting life
Alumnus combines successful law practice with
athletic ventures
by Sam McManis

His resume runs four pages long
and is crammed with job titles,
achievements, and lists of distinguished organizations he has
been associated with. Still, four
pages doesn't seem space enough
to chronicle the activities of Alan
Rothenberg. Something the size
of a phone book might be more
like it.
By profession, Rothenberg, 46,
is an attorney specializing in litigation, business, and commerical
law. Since 1968, he has been a
senior partner of Manatt, Phelps,
Rothenberg and Tunney, one of
Los Angeles's fastest-growing law
firms, and he says it always has
been his top priority.
These days, though, you are
more likely to see his name in the
sports section than in the business
or news sections. He is president
of the Los Angeles Clippers, the
National Basketball Association
team that Rothenberg and owner
Donald T. Sterling moved to L.A.
last year after six losing seasons
in San Diego.
If Rothenberg's name is familiar
to sports fans, it should be. He
has at various times been general
counsel and right-hand man to
Jack Kent Cooke, former owner of
the Lakers and Kings; owned and
operated a professional soccer
team, the L.A. Aztecs; was
seriously considered in 1974 as
a replacement for retiring NBA
commissioner Walter Kennedy,
then headed the committee to select Kennedy's successor; and represented Steve and Cyndy Garvey
in their much publicized 1981 libel
suit against Inside Sports magazine.
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Alan Rothenberg

Rothenberg, it seems, is forever
involved in some sports venture.
Last year, for instance, besides
moving the Clippers to L.A. and
maintaining his law practice, he
served as soccer commissioner for
the Los Angeles Olympic Organizing Committee. He also has regular engagements as a college
lecturer and as an analyst on a
cable-TV sports program, and is
chairman of the Entertainment
and Sports Law Committee of
the American Bar Association.
In addition to his sports activities, Rothenberg heads his
firm's growing litigation depart-
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ment, is a director of two banks
and two corporations, and is on
the board of governors of the Century City Bar Association.
Rothenberg has a lot of other
things to occupy his time. Mostly,
there is the law firm, which has
grown from three lawyersoriginal partners Charles Manatt,
Thomas Phelps, and Rothenberg
-into a 100-lawyer firm with
offices in Century City, downtown
Los Angeles, Washington, D.C.,
and San Francisco.
Phelps jokingly says Rothenberg
gives 100% to the firm, "but we all
know Alan operates on a 200%
schedule ... . Alan has unbelievable energy. He packs more work
into 24 hours than anyone I know.
He is at the office by 6 a.m . It's
influenced me to be a morning
person."
Although a self-professed
"sports nut," Rothenberg considers himself as basically a litigation
trial lawyer who happens to have
clients in professional sports.
"I'm foremost a trial lawyer,"
Rothenberg said. "There have been
times when sports have not been
on the front burner for me, business-wise, and I've managed to
get by fine. I've got a lot of things
going. From a professional standpoint, I am unabashedly a gun for
hire. That's what a good trial lawyer is. You want variety. I love the
variety of my job. It's like a smorgasbord. Something new every
day, and that keeps it exciting."
The variety in Rothenberg's life
comes from dealing with bankers
one day, a basketball owner the
next, and a major concert promoter the day after that. Sometimes, in fact, he does all of that
in a single afternoon.
Rothenberg said he wasn't
always so ambitious. Growing up
in Detroit in the 1950s, Rothenberg
worked at the family's corner drug
store, played sports for fun, and,
he said, coasted through high
school and college. In college,
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Rothenberg has said, he "stayed up
all night playing cards and slept all
morning because I felt guilty if I
was awake and didn't go to class."
Rothenberg said he had always
wanted to be a lawyer, though,
and finally settled down in 1960,
when he married Georgina, now
his wife of 26 years, and started
working hard at law school. He
graduated in the top 10% of his
class at Michigan and essentially
had his choice of law firms.
At 25, he chose to seek his fortune in Los Angeles. Three years
later, Rothenberg became heavily
involved in sports using Cooke's
influence and funds.
"No doubt about it," Rothenberg
said, "working for Cooke got me
exposure."
In 1968, Rothenberg became
general manager of something
called the L.A. Wolves, a professional soccer team Cooke owned.
Now Rothenberg is back once
more with an L.A. sports franchise
and is faced with the challenge of
trying to build a winner in a city
that already has one-the Lakers.
"He loves the challenge of the
Clippers," Rothenberg's wife,
Georgina, said. "He just loves
working in sports law. He finds it
intellectually challenging. There's
a tremendous amount of lawyers
who would love to do what Alan
does."
Georgina Rothenberg said that
despite her husband's schedule,
he always finds time for his family.
(The couple has three sons.) "A
friend of ours put it best. She said,
'Some people have hobbies like
sculpting or art or stamp collecting. Alan's hobby is his family.'
Any moment he's not working he
spends with us. Plus, he tries to
incorporate us into his work.
When he was Olympic soccer commissioner, he got volunteer jobs at
the Rose Bowl for all of us so we
could be together."
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If spending time with the family
is Rothenberg's hobby, what is
sports?
"His passion," Georgina Rothenberg said. ~
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The above article is an abridged and edited
version of a longer piece that appeared in
The Los Angeles Times, September 13,
1984, and is reprinted with permission of
the Los Angeles Times Company.

Fourth U-M alumna joins
U.S. Court of Appeals
Deanell Reece Tacha appointed circuit judge
Deanell Reece Tacha, a 1971 Law
School graduate and University of
Kansas law professor, was recently
appointed to a newly established
position on the U.S. Court of
Appeals for the 10th Circuit.
Judge Tacha had been serving as
vice-chancellor of academic affairs
at Kansas University at the time of
her appointment. "It's a tremendous honor. The federal bench is a
position of high public trust, and
I'm honored to be part of it," she
said.
A native of Scandia, Kansas,
Judge Tacha practiced in Washington, D.C. and Concordia, Kansas, before joining the university
faculty. She also served one year as
a White House Fellow in the U.S.
Department of Labor, where she
directed a task force on welfare
reform.
The court, based in Denver, was
enlarged to 10 judges by an act of
Congress last summer. The 10th
Judicial Circuit has jurisdiction
over Colorado, Kansas, New
Mexico, Oklahoma, Utah, and
Wyoming.
Tacha's appointment makes her
the fourth woman from the U-M
Law School serving on the U.S.
Court of Appeals level. The others
are Amalya Kearse (J.D. '62) on the
2nd Circuit, Cornelia Kennedy

O.D. '47) on the 6th Circuit, and
Helen Nies O.D. '48) on the Court
of Appeals for the Federal Circuit.~

Judge Deanell Reece Tacha
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